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None  so  deaf  as  those  who  v^ili  not  hea 

A  true  humoTous  tale  and  a  prov< 
exemplified  in  the  following  mel 
Story  of  Mr   James  Spillcr,  j 

I   median  of  facetious  memory.  j 

AS  the  art  of  true  humour  is  vc 
difficult  to  attain,  and  y^crj  ra 
ly  met  with,  I  fliaii  prefent  my  res 
ers  with  the  folloTfing  quotation 
that  fubjecSl:  from  the  Spe^larxr.—* 
mong  ail  kinds  af  writings,  there  « 
none  in  which  Authors  are  more  ? 
to  mifcarry  than  in  works  of  humo 
as  there  i«  none  ia  which  they  ^ 
more  ambitious  to  esceL  It  is  n6t 
imagination  that  teems  with  monftei 
a«  head  that  is  filled  with  excravaga 
conceptions,  whi«ih  is  capable  of  fi 
ing  the  world  with  diverfioos  in  th 
nature ;  and  yet  if  we  look  into  t 
production  of  feveyai  writers,  tfhoi 
up  tot  men  of  humour,  what  wild  i 
regular  fancies*  ^hat  uQn^cural  fXi 
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ortions  of  thought  do  we  meet  with? 
f  they  fpeak  nonleufe  they  believe 
they  are  talking  humour,  and  when 
:hey  have  drawn  to{:»:ether  a  fcheme  of 
mconfiflaat  ideas,  they  are  not  able  to 
read  it  over  to  thcmfelves  without 
aughiag.    Thefe  poor  geatlemea  en* 
ieavour  to  gain  themfeivcs  the  repu- 
ation  of  wits  and  humouriils,  by 
uch  mouflrot^s  conceptions  '^s  almoft 
jualifi.es  them  for  bedlam  ;  not  con- 
idering,  that  humour  fhould  always 
jbe  under  the  checlc  of  realon  and  that 
It  requires  the  d*re(5kioa  of  the  niccft 
udgment,  by  fo  much  tbe  more  as 
It  indulges  itfelf  in  the  moft  bound- 
a  lefs  freedom?.    There  is»  a  kind  of 
a  nature  to  be  obferved  in  this  fort  of 

0  :ompofi.tioa  as  well  as  in  all  others, 
a  ind  a  certain  regularity  ot  thought 
fj within  muftdifcoyer  the  writer  to  be 
;e(i  man  of  fenf^,  ;at  the  fame  time  that 
yjjbe  appears  altogether  given  up  to 

:aprice«  For  rny  part,  when  I  read 
the  delicious  mirth  pf  an  unlkil^\il 
author,  £  cannot  be  fo  barbarous  aa 
to  divert  my£Iblf  with  it  ;  but  am  ra- 
Eher  apt  to  pity  the  man  that  laughs 

1  at  any  thing  he  wntcB,— ^It  indeed 
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much  eafier  to  deicribe  what  h  n< 
humour,  than  what  it  is,  and  ver 
difficuk  to  define  itany  othcrwire  tha 
as  Cowly  has  done  wii— by  negati ve 
For  a  further  defination  of  !iu!iiou 
and  a  beautiful  conmparifon  htf^ncc 
true  humour,  and  faife  humour, 
would  recommend  my  readers  to  th 
remaining  part  ot  the  above  fpecub 
lien,  and  proceed  lo  my  flory. 

IN  the  fummer  feafon  Mn  Spllk 
was  one  day  riding  to  tpfom,  and  i 
the  evening  met  with  aa  intimate  ac 
quaintaijce  of  his  who  w^.s  rctur 
TuDg,  fom.e  three  or  four  miles  froi] 
that  town,^where  (but  I  know  not  u 
pon  \Vhat  occalion  except  the  races 
it  was  fo  pradigioully  fuii  of  comp^rr 
that  he  cQuid  not  get  accomodatio] 
for  himfelf  or  his  horfe  upon  any  riC 
count.  After  fbme  little  ceremon; 
had  pafled  between  them,  the  gentle 
man  a&ed  Mr  Spiller  where  he  wa 
bound  tor  ?  who  anfwered  him  to  Epi 
Ibm.  What,  fays  his  Iriepd,  do  yoi| 
intend  to  Hay  there  all  night. — Yes 
Sir,  replied  Mr  Spiller,  you  may  b 
lure  of  th<it.--^— Wi^y  then  returwi 


^^ie  gentleman,  if  yon  do,  you  mufl 
Uke  beds  with  you  both  for  yourfclf 
^  nd  horre  too,  except  you  are  there 
^rovided  for  already^  or  elle  you  t^ill 
Vnd  that  you  rnuft  do  as  I  have  done, 
Hiat  is  to  fay^  come  back  again,  I  have 

^yed  ev:ery  place  in  the  town  6z  there 
S  not  one  bed  to  be  got  for  love  or 

doncy,  as  the  faying  is. 

ril  lay  a  wager^  replied  Mr  Spiller, 
hat  I  get  a  lodging  both  for  my  felt 
.nd  my  horfc  too,  let  tK€  town  be  e- 
'cr  fo  fuilvand  that  too,  in  one  of  the 
>eft  inns  ia  the  town. — Perhaps,  faid 
he  gentleman,  you  may  have  one  ai- 
eady  there  bet  pake — No  indeed  Sir^ 
epiied  Mr  bpiiler,  I  have  not^  I  can 
rffure  )^3u,  nor  am  I  acquainted  with 
iiXj  perion  that  lives  in  the  towa  to 
:^iie  belt  of  nriy  knowledge.  '^V^hy  then 
faid  the  gentlecQan  i'lf  lay  yoii  a  gaU 
Ion  of  claret,  that  you  don*t  lie  in  the 
town  to  nighty  I  mean  in  a  bed  :  or  get 
j'^our  horfe  pat  into  a  itabie  there.-— 
ij'one  8u'  laid  Mr  Spiller,  fii  lay  you 
a  gallon  bt  claret  that  i  do;  and 
that  too,  ia  one  of  the  bed  inns  in 
{;iie  to :    And  it  you  will  favour 


me  with  your  company,  aad  rctui  i: 
back  with^  me  you  lliall  lee  yourfc  k 
that  I  will,    N^,  No,  replied  the  g^i 
tleman^  Til  take  your  own  word  for  i  p; 
and  the  firft  time  we  meet  in  Londo  % 
if  we  have  time,  we  will  have  our  wj 
ger,  and  a  bird  to  make  us  merry  i 
ver  the  hiftory  of  this  night's  ad  vet 
ture  ? — with  all  my  heart  replied  M 
Spiller:  Which  fign  do  you  reckca  i 
the  beft  for  that  fhall  be  the  place 
mean  to  lodge  at  — After  the  genth 
man  had  fatisfied  him  in  that  poim 
they  confirmed  the'r  wager  and  fo  the 
parted. 

When  Mr.  Spiller  came  to  the  ini 
where  he  wa:s  dir.  (fled  by  his  friea< 
he  rides  dircdlly  into  the  yrd,  ani 
calling  aloud  for  the  hoilier,  fae  foua^ 
him  quite  taken  up  with  other  guells 
&  every  body  in  fuch  hurry  andconf  ii 
4ion,  that  no  creature  offered  to  attend 
him,  or  fee  for  any  body  that  would* . 

With  that  he  alights  from  hb  Roi 
&nm%c^  and  leads  him  directly  into  fl 
liable,  which  was  before  fo  full  of! 
barfet,  that  th.er^  was  not  room  tor 


iim  poiTibly  to  lie  down,  but  1\ow. 
ver,  there  he  meets  the  hoftler,  with 
vhom  he  begins  his  humour  in  the 
Danner  following.   H  re  friend,  take 
:'Te  of  this  horfe,  and  do  you  hear^ 
ec  hicn  be  well  rubbed  dovyn.  Sir, 
oiwered  the  heftier  vou  fee  thai:  rh^ 
tables  are  already  quite  full ;  here  is 
10  room  for  him  ;  nor  have  I  any  o- 
her  place  where  there  is  more — Well 
vell>  faid  Spiller  you  may  do  fo  then 
f  you  pieafe  ;  rub  him  down  weli^ 
nd  give  him  Ibme  hay  now,  and  a- 
)ouc  half  an  hour  hence^  give  him  a 
[uarter  of  corn  andforae  bear»s.  Sir, 
aid  the  heftier  again,  1  tell  you  here 
J  no  room  for  him,  nor  wiii  I  tak6 
ny  charge  of  him.    Ay,  ay,  do  re- 
died  Mr.  Spilier^  if  thou  think'rt  lo^ 
)Ut  fonae  bran  amongft  his  corn  wich 
.11  my  hcarte    Sir,  faid  the  koftkr^ 
oaring     loud  as  ever  he  eould,  iai- 
.gining  that  he  was  deaf,  I  tell  you 
hat  Vll  not  take  any  charge  of  your 
lorfe,  and  it  you  don'c  take  him  away 
vich  you,  Vll  turn  hica  out  of  the 
labie  and  let  him  go  to  the  devil  if 
le  will,—: — Why  thou  art  an  honeit, 
enliblc,  good  nati^'ci  young  fcllovv'', 


i'cpUcd  Mr  Spillcr,  and  ril  leave  1 
entirely  to  thee  ;  Bat  be  lure  do  no' 
let  my  liof    be  changed — Ciirfe  yoi:i 
deal  he^tO  !  qvioth  the  holller  !  yof 
may  be  d~-M  and  yci:r  horfe  too, 
wifli  you  were  both  ia  hell  togethei! 
Plere  Mr  Spiller  took  i;Ot  the  leai*^ 
'    notice  ot  what  the  hoftler  had  iVid  ti^ 
him,  but  left  the  hoiTe  with  him  ii^ 
the  liable,  and  goes  himfeli  dircclh 
in  to  the  houfe  to  get  fomctbirig  ti 
drinkii 

And  the  hcOler  rcEcfting  that! 
the  horle  iliould  be  led  he  mi^^h, 
fwear  that  he  left  him  in  his  chHrg(|' 
and  might  by  tiiat  means,  cunic  i-por! 
fcira"  for  daniagcSj  i;c  chert  tore  tie<'l 
him  up  to  the  xnanger^  gave  hiixn  foim^ 
hay^  and  then  run  into  the  f'.oule,  t'*' 
acquaint  his  n^ilhcfs  {for  ihe  was  ' 
v^idow^  what  a  iVrilnpe  and  deaf  od( 
Ibrt  ot  a  fellow  Ihe  had  got  to  dea 
\Tiih.    By  this  time  Mr.  SptHt:r 
come  into  the  kitchen,  and  had  jut 
called  for  a  pint  cf  red  wine,  but  tb 
j>ocd  iioftcfs  Lelng  in  a  hun  y^  ai:! wer 
ed  him,  that  ilie  %vas  \cry  Ibrry  tb.-^ij 
Hie  had  no  place     aik  hua  tc ii:  dcwc 


1.  Wlien  he  not  wdliGg  to  under-' 
:and  her,  replied,- — 'rls  all  one  to  me^ 
ladam,  if  your  red  wiae  is  not  good, 
ii?e  have  a  pint  of  white.  Jurt  as 
lc  had  made  tkh  contrary  anf^er,  ia 
omes  the  hoillcr,  and  as  his  mittrefs 
ras  endeavouring  to  make  Mr  Spilicr 
indcrftand  what  flie  had  to  lay  to 
lira,  the  hoftler  cried  out  to  her,— — 
^ye,  d — a  his  deaf  head,  madam,  you 
nay  fpeud  as  much  of  your  ibreata  af^ 
'ou  pleafe  to  talk  to  him,  but  he  will 
lever  hear  a  word  you  fay :  I  have 
)2ea  plagued  with  him  this  hour  iH 
he  ftable  about  his  d — 'd  horfe,  and 
.ho'  I  roared  out  ia  his  deaf  ears  as 
cud  as  ever  I  could,  till  i  had  aknoft; 
Lplit  my  throat,  i  could  not  make  hum 
nnderiland  me  one  word,  and  there's 
bis  horfe  fliil  in  the  itabie,  I  dare  not 
turn  him  out  for  tear  he  ihould  be 
loft,  ar?d  the  deaf  ion  of  a  i>™-h  Ihould 
fwear  that  I  took  Ciiarge  of  hun  — — ~- 
Lord  !  cried  ^he  hoitels,  1  do  not  kaow 

how  we  lhall  get  ihuc  of  him,--  — 

Troth,  Madam,  ani wered  the  hoft- 
Jer  1  tancy  it  will  be  belt  to  let  him 
aioDCj  and  give  him  nothing  that  he 
calls  tor  to  cat  cr  drink,  and  perhaps 


that  ttiay  loon  tire  him  of  being  hefeL 

The  border's  advice  was  thoughL 
f  ery  good  and  therefore  rcfolved  oiL 
by  his  miftrefs  to  l  e  put  in  execution 
So  there  flood  poor  Spiller,  for  fbmc 
time  (taring  about  him,  and  could  j 
neither  get  a  feat  to  fit  down  nor  any  ^ 
thing  to  drink  ;  and  by  and  by,  ob-  \ 
ferving  the  fervants  to  carry  out  of 
the  kitchen  a  (;over  of  fmoaking  hot 
difhes,  he  immediately  follows  thera 
into  a  room  where  there  was  about 
twenty  gentlemen  going  to  fuppen 
80  as  foon  as  he  came  into  the  room, 
he  pulled  off  his  hat,  and  after  hang-  | 
|ng  it  upon  a  peg,  he  itood  there  as 
mute  as  a  filh.    At  length  one  cf  rhe 
gentlfemen  cbfevving  him,  and  alfo 
that  he  was  a  Itranger,  demanded  "' 
Who  does  this  gentleman  want  ? 

But  they  all  llared  at  him  for  lome 
time  and  nobody  claiming  any  know- 
ledge of  him  one  ot  them  faid  to  him,. 
Sir,  we  are  here  a  fcleifl  company,  do 
you  want  any  body^  pray  — No 
ceremony  with  me,  rephed  Mr.  Spil- 
]cr,  I  beg  gentlemen,  that  you  will 
not  difturb^yourfelves  ^pon  my  ac- 
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'^:ount  I  can  fit  aay  where.-— —^D—u 
he  fellow  fays  another  of  them  what 
^oes  he  mea  .  ?  Turn  him  out  of  the 
^^:oom!   The  fervants  being  all  bufy 
It  his  firrt;  coming  into  the  room  phc« 
^^ing  the  ciilhes,  on  the  table  and  put-- 
'^  ting  things  to  rights,  had  riot  obferv- 
y^d  his  coming  ifa  before;  but  now 
^hearing  the  gentlemen  difpute,  they 
%bon  found  the  caufe  of  it^  and  there  , 
upon  faid  one  of  thcrn^- — --^Lord  gen*» 
tlemen,  you  will  get  no  fatisfadioJ* 
by  fvw>earing  and  quareling  with  him, 
for  he  is  lo  deaf,  that  you  may  fire  a 
cannon  at  his  ear  and  he  will  not  hear 
y  ou.  He  has  been  in  the  bitchea  this 
hour  but  nobody  can  make  him  un- 
derlland  a  word  that  any  body  fays 
to  him*    They  have  been  ready  to 
knock  out  his  brains  fevetal  times  but 
he  never  underftood  thcmfni  the  leaft, 
he  IS  a  poor,  fimple,  hone  ft  fello  w^  1 
dare  fay,  but  what  has  brought  him 
here  the  Lord  kaows  j  or  how  you  will 
get  him  down  again  the  Lord  knows, 
--^WeU,,  well^  cried  one  of  t«hem,  what 
does  it  fignify  ?  * Tis  better  to  let  him 
flay  here  now  he  is  here  j  he  locks 
like  an  inoffenflve  gentleman,  and  as 
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be  18  fo  deaf,  we  may  be  fare  tliat  he 
•will  not  be  ofiended  at  any  thing  ti  at 
is  faid  in  conripany,  nor  fhoiild  wc  get 
any  .  great  honor  in  throwing  him 
down  ftairs. 

This  fpecch  nu  t  with  fo  general  an 
approbation^  that  they  all  fat  down 
to  flipper,  and  let  their  deaf  vifitant 
qnitely  partake  with  them  ;  which  we 
may  lay  was  another  point  gained/ 
So  after  they  had  fupped,  and  had  fat> 
drinking  wine  and  punch,  and  other  ] 
liquors  tor  about  the  ipace  of  an  hour, 
6piiler  got  up  and  with  great  ceremo- 
ny thanked  ihem  ail  round  for  ibeir 
ytxy  good  company,  and  then  chrows 
down  his  ihiliing  upon  the  table,  lor 
his  {hot.    At  which  one  of  them  roar- 
ed out  as  Jouri  as  he  could  bellow  

Zounds.  So*  !  Vv  hat  do  you  mean  by 
a  fhiiling  ?  a  Ihilhng  will  not  do,  nor 
two  nei  her  ;  hx  fhillings  a  head  will 
Baruiy  pay  the  reckoning. 

Why  now  i  entlemcn,  replied  Mn 

Spiller  ic  4ioes  i^^^l  ugraty,.  j^i^iiciaj^  a 
niuititudc  of  woros,  for  upon  my  loui 
I  wiii  be  ray  {hilling  If  you  were  to 


talk  till  to^Kiorrow  ;  therefore  nt)  apo- 
llogics,  gentlemen  ;  I  Icorn  to  ipange 
Dpon  any  booy — Here  after  lome  ilir 
they  fonnd  it  was  but  in  v?ia  to  talk 
wiih  him,  fo  they  were  force  i  to  take 
the  fliiiling,  and  be  contented* 

Some  little  tiaie  afrer^  n  Mr. 
Spiller  wa>?  returned  to  the  kitchen,  as^ 
hio  eyes  were  roiliag  about:,  he  elpied 
one  of  th^  maids  with  a  d  ui  or  coals 
in  her  hand  (at  which  he  irivvi-rdiy 
rtjcyiced)  ib  watching  his  oppoitunix/ 
Ke  flinks  eauly  aft:ir  her,  quke  ui^pcr- 
:eived  by  the  giri  j  till  when  ihc  was 

smarming  the  btu  he  lays  to  fier^--  • 

What  is  this  the  idoixi  that  1  am  to  he 
11  ? — Ac  thifc  uriiexpcclcd  demand,  the 
3oor  girh^  in  the  utmoil  larpnze  to 
:ee  him  tiiere,  replied  to  luiii  as  iovi  1 
IS  the  could  roj^t'— No  fir  ;  this  bed 
H  tor  two  gciulcHiea  who  are  juft 
:oming  into  the  rooro,  and  has  beca 
lired  tor  them  i:hii>  moiith.  Very  well 
ny  dear,  faia  Mr.  opider,  1  hke  it 
ery  well,  aiid  I  hop«^  die  iheels  are 
tell  aired  ;  but  v/hcre  ib  my  nighr- 

ap  ?  iicis  4ti  3C:i  the  giri,  tor 

ught  1  k,io     and  I  j5vi{h  yoa  w>:r^ 
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there  *  oo^  for  I  am  fare  you  are  a 
worfe  plague  than  the  Devil  :  Buc 
d — q  yovir  <:leaf  bead,  I  will  have  your 
occk  broke  dov^n  flairs  prefently. 

With  that  away  £he  flies,  wiih  the 
warming  pan  ia  her  hand,  as  faft  as 
fhe  could,  to  icfcrm  her  miftrcis  and 
the  two  geBtleiHcn  what  had  befel  her, 
Ma<  am,  faid  flie,  yonder  is  that  curl- 
ed dunny  man,  that  has  pbgued  the 
whole  houle  fo^  has  followed  me  ilily 
up  flairs  in  luch  a  room,  where  I  was 
going  to  warm^  the  bed  for  the  two 
gentlemen  and  I  cannot  for  my  life 
get  him  down  again. 

So  away  flies  her  mifliffs  up  flairs 
full  drive,  and  the  two  gentlemen 
who  had  befpoke  the  room  along  with 
her.  B^t  when  they  came  to  the  docMi 
to  their  great  diiappointmect,  they' 
found  it  both  locked  and  bolted  j  and 
he  had  alio  drawn  a  great  chefl  of! 
drawers  againfl  ir,  and  placed  a  great' 
wainicoc  table  agaiafl  the  drawers,! 
a-nci  leveral  chairs  upon  them  ;  So  that! 
the  gendemcn,  at  this  baulk,  were  in 
a  leiiibie  pafiion,  and  ftrove  to  burft' 


i5    .  ^ 

the  door  open  ;  liut  it  being  a  thick 

oak  door  and  fo  iirongly  ilayed  with- 
in, it  was  too  much  tor  them  to  ac- 
corapliQi.  So  after  Ihcy  had  bounc- 
ed againft  it  half  a  dozen  of  times  tQ 
no  purpofe,  they  flood  to  liflea  whc- 
tl  er  they  could  leara  what  he  was  a- 
bout ;  and  Spiller  at  the  fame  time 
rightly  guefling  what  their  fudden  fi- 
lence  was  for^  fays  to  himfelf  (but  loud 
enough  for  them  to  hear  hi;n)  the 
public  Inns  are  ioaietimes  very  dan* 
gerou3  placef\  and  a  man  cannot  be 
too  fecmr^  m  tbera ;  but  though  I  have 
the  misfortune  to  have  loft  ray  hear- 
ing, I  think  they  cannot  eafily  make 
:heir  way  through  that  llrong  door, 
ind  that  heavy  cheft  of  drawers,  and 
ill  the  other  things  which  I  have  put 
againft  them  ;  and  it  they  fhould, 
:hey  can  wai>t  nothing  bvit  to  rob  and 
tuurder  me,  I  am  fure. 

When  they  all  heard  this  the  hoft- 
:fs  gravely  faid  to  the  two  gentlemen, 
—Gentlemen  !  do  you  hear  this  ?  I 
ni  glad  you  did  lict  force  open  the 
oor,  with  all  my  heart  j  for  if  yau 
ad,  we  might  h:ive  be^iu  all  ruiaei 
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Wl)at  cculd  be  done  with  fuch  a  rr:?.a 
One  of  the  geutlemea  being  a  pracl'i- 
nciier  of  the  law,  auiwcred  the  hoiU 
efs  thus, — By  G — d  ina<^am,  yon  are 
Very  rnuch  in  the  right  of  it  ;  for  al- 
though he  h'-is  no  right  to  the  room 
he  is  in,  yec  as  this  is  a  pubUc  iaa, 
and  he  being  in  poffcffioii  of  it,  to 
break  open  a  door  upon  him,  v/ould 
be  fvich  an  afTauic,  as  I  fliouid  not 
care  to  be  conariied  in  fo'-a  luiad- 
icd  poiiadi.  This  Ipeech  of  the  law* 
ycr's  foon  determined  the  matterj  for 
down  tdey  ail  went  very  qiuteiy,  and 
left  Mr.  bpiibr  fee  lire  eiioiigh  in  his 
lodgings. 

In  the  inorning  when  Mr.  SpilleB 
came  down,  he  very  complailantly  bid 
them  all  a  good  morrow,  and  they  in 
return,  J^li  cuifed  him  heartily  for  his 
^ood  humour,  and  calic  i  hun  a  thou- 
idiid  uiie  i.amtb  :  b\ii:  he  uncleriland- 
mg  licver  a  word  that  Uicy  faidjii  was 
ad  given  to  the  v^iud.  Here,  he  de- 
hrcd  imil  a  pint  of  white  wine  made 
hot  With  an  tgg  beat  up  i:i  it  for  his 
bici'ikratt,  ana  then  givnig  the  holtler 
a^Jiiiiang  tor  lookn.g  ^aticr  hi^  norie, 


and  a  fhilUng  tc  the  maid  for  warm- 
ing his  bed,  he  mounted  his  nai^.  And 
being  nov/  fettled  in  his  faddle,  he 
dcfired  the  good  bollefs  to  give  him  z 
:gkrs  of  brandy,  which  (he  did  ;  And 
he  drank  to  her  very  good  healthy  ren- 
dering her  his  hearty  thanks  fox  her 
great  civiiity.  But  while  :he  flood 
talking  with  him,  for  that  little  fpace^ 
having  an  occafion  to  break  wind,  and 
net  dreaming  that  he  could  be  at  all 
inf ornned  of  the  report,  a^d  recover 
his  hearing  fo  eafily,  {he  revcr  flood 
upon  ccicinony,  bvit  let  fly  at  once» 
\^  ith  the  repof  t  of  a  dcnii-cannon.  At 
this  Vociieratic us  folate,  Spiller  re- 
turned'^— ^ — weU  fud^  madam,  by  hea* 
vcn  that  was  a  rouzer^  I  hope  madaui 
ycu  arc  better,  i  never  heard  a  more 
baiiging  l~t  ia  my  liie* 

God  cuife  you!  cried  r^u:  hoficis, 
is  this  ycu  that  was  lb  deaf  all  night, 
and  can  hear  a  f — t  in  tl^e  morr.ii  -g  ? 
You  fcoundrel  dog,  you  richly  defer ve 
your  brains  knocked  out — ^Here^  her 
paffioa  was  fo  great,  that  ihe  could 
lot  contain  herlelf,  lo  while  fhc  w:dS 
ooking  abourf.r  lomcthiDg  to  ihrovy 


i8 

at  kis  kead,  threw  her  down  thi 
fix  pence  for  his  brandy,  turned  his 
horfe,  and  aher  repeatiog  thefe  woi^ii 
— — Noiie.j  madam,  Co  deaf,  as  ihofi 

who  will  not  heiir-—  he  rode  out  oi 

the  yard  as  fail  as' he  well  could,  leav- 
ing the  whole  honfe  in  the  greateft 
aiarra  imaginable.  * 

And  he  fairly  won  his  wager,  and 

maintained  himfelf  undilcovered  to 

the  verv  iaft, 
✓ 

OBADiAH  MOUSETRAP. 

Quoth  Hudibras,  the  cause  is  clear — 
As  thou  hast  proved  by  their  practise, 
No  argument  hke  matter  of  fact  is  ; 
Aiui  V,  e  are  best  of  all  led  to 
Men's  principles  by  what  they  do. 

Hud 

^  T  is  mofc  certain  that  men's  adlions 
fpcak  thus  principles  ciie  plaineft, 
auci  iv  is  not  what  We  lay  but  what 
we  do,  that  wife  men  ja::'ge  by  ;  and 
therefore  the  /oliowing  Itory  may  be 
a  proper  lefloa  for  the  iMiwar?  to  take 
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liotice  of.  Ingratitude  Is  cert^^ 
of  the  worft  iiBSj  that  a  mar. 
guilty  of,  and  in  a  very  efpecisL 
ner,  when  it  is  committed  ia  a  b. 
of  tnift,  under  the  perfoa  who  gi 
them  bread  for  life.    If  then^  I  f 
fuch  a  oue  fhould  be  fouud  betra^ 
ing  his  mafters  truft,  and  4|'ieldi% 
up  any  right  of  his,  for  a  fordid  and 
paltry  bribe  ;  if  the  perlon  who  had 
(educed  him.  fhould  then  flight  hira 
With  his  own  weapons  and  trick  him 
of  his  covenanted  reward,  and  uojafl 
hire,  as  my  readers  will  find  was  the 
caie  in  the  following  itorv ;  fuch  a 
perfon,  I  fay,  if  he  Ihould  break  arii- 
:les  with  hiiB,  and  bilk  him  of  his 
irjuft  and  criminal  expeclation,  is 
ather  to  be  commended  than  the  o- 
her  pided.  There  is  no  creature  upon 
he  face  of  the  earth  fo  guilty  of  this 
rime^  ingratitude^  as  maakuid. 
^en  the  moft  furious  of  wild  beafts^ 
re  civilized  fey  gratitude,  and  will 
ot  hurt  their  benefadlors  and  pro- 
iders*    But  man  is  daily  giving  up 
is  father    mother^  wife,  ciiiidrea, 
icnd,  nay  and  his  whole  couurr/ 
►r^a  mere  trifle.    Let  every  maa  thus 
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lUt  the  qucftion  to  himfelf, 
I  ccnficiir  it  well,  whether  he 
(the/  he  be  called  to  no  ac- 
tor ic  in  this  life)  the  cries  and 
iS  of  {\icc,ec(^/\n^  generations  that  ^ 
nder  the  oppreffiona  and  diftreff  \ 
Ach   he   before    had   camfed,  and  ' 
.  ouglvt  npQn  them,  will  have  no  in>  ^ 
prcffion  vipon  his  final  Judge,  thai  ^ 
ivA\y  move  him  to  reward  and  punifh^ 
hn  reair;r?8  ?  That  man  who  wouic 
idl  his  n  uft.  I  anri  perfuaded  would 
riOt  boggle     any  thing  ior  ^hio  ;  thai  ^' 
is,  I  iTiciin,  it  he  could  conceive  liiuii^J 
leli*  iecure  trcm  tee  power  ot  the  iaw 
and   there  fore,    the    foiiowing    pro  y 
ccedmgs  ot  our  good  irieiid  Obadiai'  ^ 
Mfaiferrap,  v:\]\.  in  my  opnuon,  bi 
the  caiiv.r  jnlU^.d,  or  at  \cdii  ix^/aitd-^^ 

Qrr  hinid  Obadiah  Mouietrap^  whM 
W'ss  a  Quaker.,  and  a  coiumauder  o;^ 
a  traOiiig  v^ilel,  was  jult  returnee 
froui  a  vryagCji  into  the  r-vei  at  Lon  1 
del;,  v^hrn  hc  had  a  couple  of  cuitomi'^' 
hc-ule  ?  fficers,  a$  ivS  immedip^ 
aicly  ciapt'oi;  bo;\rd  huri  But  ic  ivaj^!^^ 
])ej:cd  r..itat  two  cr  riiree  days  aiti^;!;^' 
tiic  11 J  (  lei  tox  had  a  niind  to  ieui: 
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he  depth  of  thofc  worthy  i 
^onelty,  whether  v/ith  am 
erve  his  ovvn  iatcreft^  I  (hah  ■ 
eader  to  judge  of.   So  one  da 
vas  walking  upon  the  deck  ^it^ 
nd  talking  ot  iodi£Ferent  things 
aye  to  one  of  chera  (we'll  fuppL 
tim  whom  he  thought  propercll 
>egia  wkh)  friend,  wilt  thou  go  iato 
ly  cabbin  and  drink  a  glafs  of  ru  n  ? 
have  a  cafk  of  that  which  is  quite 
eat,  if  thou  wilt  come  and  taite  it 
ad  give  me  thy  opinion  of  it^  I  (hall 
e  obliged  to  thee.   The  ofScer  c\>m- 
lied,  a?^d  they  each  of  them  drank  a 
iafs  or  two  ot  it. ;  aad  which  the  offi- 
^r  very  much  praifed.    The  Quaker 
erceiving  his  fpirits  a  little  clevatedf 
ud  believing  him  in  a  proper  cue  for 
is  purpofe^  pulled  out  of  his  pocket 
green  purfe  with  about  fixty  guineas 
1  it|  fays  he,  triead,  as  tar     I  can 
erceive  of  thee,  thou  appeared  to  be 
perfbn  of  quick  fight  and  good  un^ 
crftanding;  therefore  I  fhall  have 
o  occaiion  to  make  a  multitude  of 
rords,  where  i  only  wilh  to  fjpeak, 
ad  ftraight  be  underftood.  Thou 
jfft  this  greea  purfe,  aijd  what  jc 
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r  thee,  and  thy  brothel 
,i  give  me  thy  company  foi 
hour,  only  to  drink  a  bow 
rum,  made  into  what  they  cal 
.  this  purfe,  and  all  its  conten 
jc  thine,  as  foon  as  the  bowl  i 
; ;  fo  confider  as  thee  thinkeft  pro 
s  :  if  thou  orderft  me  to  fiil  th( 
i30wl,  I  fiiall  know  v/hat  thoxi  mean 
eft,  and  will  not  only  immediate!; 
obey  thee,  but  will  alfo  fully  mak 
good  my  word.  The  officer  here  gav 
h!m  a  nodp  of  underftanding,  and  ira 
mediately  communicated  this  propofa  ( 
to  his  trufty  companion ;  and  afte  ^ 
feme  private  confabulation,  they  a( 
greed  to  the  capcain's  propofal  ;  and 
the  former  of  thefe^  two,  gaye  him  A  t 
he  had  hinted  a  fignal  for  the  bowl  f 
which  was  compounded  in  a  minmc|fe 
As  foon  as  this  was  ordered,  the  Quaii 
ker  gave  his  inftrudlions  tp  his  mats 
accordingly,  and  z  boat  was  prelent(( 
ly  hauled  up  clofe  a-ftern,  and  wa^ 
puf  off  again  for  fliore,  before  th^^ 
bot^l  was  near  confiimcd^  It 

Now  our  hon<eft  friend,  Ol>adift1&c 
Moufetrap,  being  itifprined  by  hif)- 
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mate  and  thoroughly  L 
what  in  this  intervail  hai 
a^led  produeed  the  green  j. 
delivered  it  to  the  perfoii  to  w 
had  proHiifed  :  butO  dire  difa 
psieot  ana  confufion  !  behold  tu 
certainty  of  this  world,  inftead  or 
j;dld,  in  honeft  weighty  guineas,  ii 
)6ftured  brafs  filled  up  their  place, 
lafliy  counters  all.  At  Tight  and  proof 
this,    h^w   did  the  invenoined 
:ongues  of  tiaie  deceived  begin  to  rave  ! 
t^ieir  eyes  ftruck  fire,  and  their  whole 
Jifappoirit^  frames  began  to  (hake 
mth  refentment.  But  our  good  friend 
Jbadiah  Moufctrap,  being  afCfted  by 
he  fpirit,  foon  found  a  way  to  cool 
heir  intemperate  paflions ;  I  perceive, 
ays  he,  niy  friends  that  you  have 
rcen  deceived  in  me,  as  I  have  been 
ti  you,  and  have  underftood  in  earn- 
[ij  ft,  what  I  meant  injeft;  it  is  yea- 
i\  onable  to  imagine,  (I  appeal  to  yortr 
n  wn  reflection)  that  I  c&uld  be  fo  weak 
t  s  to  give  yoti  a  purfeof  real  gold  for 
he  good  fervicfcs  of  drinking  up  my 
property  ?  No,X  think  not,  however^ 
al^  s  you  were  both  ftrangers  to  me,  I 
v  ;  ^  lad  a  mind  to  make  a  trial  of  your 


'iCW  that  vcu  weald  thiq 
V  illicit  bufiacfs  to  tr^rni 
f  giving  fuc.h  a  pf  efent^  for  aa 
iruty  to  do  it  in  ;  bat  ye  *.re 
uftaktn,  I  never  wrgnged  my 
nor  my  country  in  my  life,  I 
.upon  you  both  as  perfons  that 
.vt  infam'oufly  forfeited  the  trudre-- 
,^;ofed  in  you»  and  are  liable  of  being 
feverely  puniflied  tor  it,  which  it  I 
was  to' be  as  cruel  to  yo^  (by  infor- 
ming againO:  yo\i)  as  you  have  been 
to  me,   by  fufpeding  that  I  would 
roDg  the  king  of  his  dv*,  that  ojiuft 
unavoidably  be  the  cafe  ;  but  I  fcorn 
fuch  an  a<5lion,  though  1  defpife  your 
principles.   Howaver,  my  triends,  I 
would  admomth  you  to  be  more  ho- 
mii^  and  more  upon  your  guard  for 
the  future,  which  will  efFedually  com- 
pleat  my  good  intentiou  by  this  e^p 
rimeat. 


FIN  I  3. 


